BUDDHIST GROTTO TEMPLES
In A.D. 632, the year Mahomet died, the Chinese pilgrim Hsuan-tsang reached the land of Bamiyan on his way to India. This is a valley in Afghanistan, some 8,200 feet up in the mountains, at the intersection of two migration routes, one from China to Iran through the Pamir and Hindu-Kush mountains and the other from the Indus valley to Balkh through Kabul. It was already known to Strabo who called it the frontier of languages, civilisations and religions and the crossroads of Central Asia, and the route from India he called the Great Royal Way. These were trade routes, but they were also followed by the conquerors with their hordes and armies: Cyrus, Alexander, the Seleucids, the Getae, the Chinese, the Caliphs, Jenghiz Khan, Timur, Babar and Nadir Shah.
The valley of Bamiyan experienced its first upheaval with the coming of Islam in the second half of the seventh century A,D. Islam drove out the two previous religions, Zoroastrian-Ism and Buddhism, which had managed to co-exist for several centuries. The invasion by Jenghiz Khan in 1221 finally destroyed the valley and its towns. The Mongol hordes, showing no mercy, exterminated the men, razed the towns and wiped out their civilisation. The innumerable monasteries and stupas were reduced to ruins.
In several places on both sides of the valley (it takes three hours to ride through it) rise vertical cliffs of conglomerate, an easily-worked stone which facilitated the excavation of cave-dwellings. These cliffs contain caverns and grottoes, many of which were made into shrines. Colossal figures of tlir Buddha w re carved out of blocks of isolated rock. Only tlir bare outli e of these remains today. Statues of the Buddha
138ll.  The origin of baths, in their simplest form two adjacent vaulted rooms, is obvious in this country whose people first built the vault and the dome.   Sassanian ruins show that these types of building were traditional in Iran long before Islam. They  also  show  the very  conservative nature of Persian architecture.   Islam emphasised the equality of all men before God.   This is reflected in the architecture of the mosque, where the imam faces the same direction as the worshippers. The latter take their places side by side in long rows. The
